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About Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit

Our mission is to provide high-quality legal representation, support and hope to people experiencing immigration injustice.

Our Vision: Equality, compassion and justice for all people facing the challenges of immigration.

· We Speak Up - we know what's right and what's fair. We are not silent when we see injustice.
· We Fight For Justice - we use all the knowledge, expertise and skill we possess in order to succeed.
· We See The Whole Person - we recognise the talents, humanity and potential of those who turn to us for help.
· We Act With Empathy - we treat people how we'd want to be treated; with kindness, dignity and respect.
· We Are Tenacious - we take on difficult cases. And we don’t give up easily.
· We Fight For Change - we campaign with others for improvements in immigration law and policy.
GMIAU is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee.  All our services are free.

Staff at GMIAU

There are currently 39 staff at GMIAU. The legal team is made up of solicitors and trained immigration caseworkers. We also run a number of projects to support people who are homeless and destitute, people who have no recourse to public funds and who are at risk, and children and young people. We take social work students on placement, and also have a number of volunteers. We are governed by a voluntary Board of Trustees who are advised by a Consultation Group comprising of individuals with lived experience of the immigration system.
Services

Legal Casework:

We carry out Legal Immigration Casework and Representation including judicial review and appeals in the Higher Courts. We have offices in Manchester and Liverpool. 
We also have a Public Law solicitor and hold Legal Aid Agency contracts in immigration and asylum and public law. 

Homeless and Destitution Support Services

Including asylum support appeals.
Community Outreach sessions:

We run advice sessions in the community to meet the needs of particular groups of people. detention.

Information and Advice:

We produce leaflets and written materials on subjects like detention, fresh claims, children and young people’s rights. We also provide phone and email advice sessions.

Training:

We provide training to voluntary and statutory agencies across the region. 

For more information see our website: Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit (gmiau.org)
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