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About Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit and the post of Project Worker. 

Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit (GMIAU) exists to advise, support, and represent people who are subject to immigration control. We have been established since 1989 and we provide expert legal advice on all issues of immigration, asylum, nationality, and human rights.

We are looking to recruit a member of staff to strengthen our team based in Manchester. 

The Project Worker will work as part of our team that supports people who are at risk of homelessness and destitution.

We are passionate about the work that we do and we are committed to providing the best possible response – services and policy - to people in need.  
At the core of all our activities are the following values:  

1. We take on difficult cases and we don’t give up easily.  

2. We make sure we have the knowledge and expertise we need to succeed.

3. We work with people to maximise the talents, humanity and value of our immigrant communities

4. We campaign for improvements in immigration law and policy

5. We are not silent when we see injustice. 

GMIAU is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee.  All our services are free.

Our Charitable Objectives are: 

To provide free, confidential, independent information, advice, representation, and advocacy services to the communities in the north west of England; 
To assist such individuals trying to obtain entry/leave to remain in the UK for themselves and/or for family members;

To liase and develop links with other agencies dealing with immigration, asylum and nationality issues;

To promote access to justice for those subject to immigration control;
To provide support to individual and national campaigns;
To provide training on asylum, immigration and nationality issues.

Staff at GMIAU

There are currently 24 staff at GMIAU. We have a legal team made up of immigration caseworkers and solicitors and a public law solicitor. 

We also run a number of projects to support children and young people with unresolved immigration status, people with refugee status including our family reunion project, people who have no recourse to public funds who are at risk including people who are homeless and destitute. We take social work students on placement, and we have approximately 20 volunteers at any one time. We are governed by a voluntary Board of Trustees.

Services

Immigration legal advice and representation:

We advise hundreds of people throughout the year and represent adults and children in their legal immigration cases including asylum, trafficking, human rights, and nationality. 
We have offices in Manchester and one in Liverpool. 
Public Law legal advice and representation:
Within this area of law we represent people to challenge decisions made by public bodies.

Asylum Support, homelessness and destitution:
We advise and support people who are at risk of homelessness and destitution in order to secure accommodation and food. 
Outreach sessions:

We run advice sessions in the community to meet the needs of particular groups of people, including WAST (Women Asylum Seekers Together), George House Trust (people with HIV), First Wednesday LGBT+ group, and others.
Information and Advice leaflets:

We produce leaflets and written materials on subjects like detention, fresh claims, children and young people’s rights

Training:

We provide training to voluntary and statutory agencies across the region. 
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